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River Neighbor Lynn Wood Keeps a 

Watchful Eye on the Great Egg Harbor 

River 

Lynn Wood, who lives along the banks of the Great 

Egg Harbor River keeps an eye on the activities that 

take place on the Osprey platform that is located 

across the river from her home.   

On January 26, 2013, Lynn took a photograph of two 

Bald Eagles perched on the old, leaning, snow covered 

Osprey platform and sent the picture to Fred Akers.  Fred thought that the Osprey platform needed to be replaced,.  

especially after finding the pole from a similar platform snapped in two 

following the Derecho last year.  

That nest had three Osprey chicks 

that died after being dumped on the 

ground. 

Plans were made to replace the old 

platform on March 23, 2013.  A 

male Osprey had already returned 

to the nesting site but had not be-

gun building a nest.  Any work being done to the Osprey platform needed to 

be completed before April, 1.  This is the deadline that has been established by 

the NJDEP.  By that date Osprey have already begun migrating back to New Jer-

sey and have begun building their nests.  Osprey pairs generally return to the 

nesting site used the previous year.  The 

male returns before the female.  

Even though the male Osprey was sit-

ting on the nesting platform, the plans 

to remove the old platform and replace 

it with a new one went forward.  The 

old platform was cut down and the new 

platform was erected on March 23.  Not 

to be deterred by a bit of new construc-

tion, the male Osprey quickly reestab-

lished himself at his chosen site.  He was 

photographed on the new platform on 

March 24.  By March 30, a female Os-

prey had joined the male and they began 

building their nest.  By April 5 the nest 

looked completed.  Hopefully Lynn will send pictures of the new babies. 
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Bald Eagles on the Snowy Old 

Osprey Platform 1/26/2013 

Male Osprey Establishing its Territory 

on the Old Osprey Platform 3-23-2013 

New Osprey Platform 
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Pictures from the 

March 23, 2013 re-

placement of the old 

Osprey Platform  


