
 

 

 

2009 Belinda Irizarry Memorial Award Commemorat-

ing GE-

HWAôs First 

Coordinator:  

On April 28, 

2009 at the 

Warren Fox 

Nature Center 

in Estell Manor 

Park, Russelle 

Patterson, re-

cipient of the 

3
rd

 Annual 

Belinda Irizarry 

Memorial 

Award, captivated her audience with stories of her encounters with animals 

needing rescue.  Russ was raised in New York City by artistic and animal 

loving parents.  They passed on to her an empathy for all animals, which 

enables her to respond to urgent calls for assistance, even in the dead of 

night.  Russ works for the Atlantic City Police Department (ACPD) as a 

Traffic Control Officer.  In addition to the many hours Russ spends re-

sponding to animals in crisis (injured, abused, abandoned, or killed), she is 

also involved with a variety of organizations that respond to the plight of 

humans: The American Red Cross, Civilian Responders, Domestic Vio-

lence, Turn Around America and Community Watch. 

Russ worked in the Casino industry for many years before making her 

fairly recent career change of working for the ACPD.  As an officer, she 

now has a closer link to what is happening within the city and can quickly 

respond to the many urgent needs of both the human and animal resi-

dents.  As part of her preparation as a responder to a crisis, Russ stocks 

her car with emergency supplies:  animal carriers, leashes, food, and 

bowls.  In an emergency the needs of an animal are sometimes over-

looked.  Russ helps to ensure the animalôs safety.  At times, Russ is called 

in to contain an animal others are uncomfortable handling such as snakes, 

raccoons, ducks,  and even a pelican!  She has and is willing to aid all ani-

mals.  

Russelle Patterson is an exceptional person and her work is to be com-

mended.  Russ was very surprised and grateful to be chosen the recipient 

of the 3
rd

 Annual Belinda Award.  She plans to donate a portion of the 

award to Wildlife Aid, Inc., in Egg Harbor Township, NJ.  Wildlife Aid is an 

organization Russ can depend on to aid the many animals she brings to 

the facility. 
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FACTS ABOUT ANIMAL ABUSE &       

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE                             

In association with the National Coalition 

Against Domestic Violence  

Why it Matters  

¶ 71% of pet-owning women entering womenôs 

shelters reported that their batterer had in-
jured, maimed, killed or threatened family pets 
for revenge or to psychologically control vic-
tims; 32% reported their children had hurt or 
killed animals. 

¶ 68% of battered women reported violence 

towards their animals. 87% of these incidents 
occurred in the presence of the women, and 
75% in the presence of the children, to psy-
chologically control and coerce them. 

¶ 13% of intentional animal abuse cases involve 

domestic violence. 

¶ Between 25% and 40% of battered women 

are unable to escape abusive situations be-
cause they worry about what will happen to 
their pets or livestock should they leave. 

¶ Pets may suffer unexplained injuries, health 

problems, permanent disabilities at the hands 
of abusers, or disappear from home. 

¶ Abusers kill, harm, or threaten childrenôs pets 

to coerce them into sexual abuse or to force 
them to remain silent about abuse. 

¶ Disturbed children kill or harm animals to 

emulate their parentsô conduct, to prevent the 
abuser from killing the pet, or to take out their 
aggressions on another victim. 

¶ In one study, 70% of animal abusers also had 

records for other crimes. Domestic violence 
victims whose animals were abused saw the 
animal cruelty as one more violent episode in 
a long history of indiscriminate violence aimed 
at them and their vulnerability. 

¶ Investigation of animal abuse is often the first 

point of social services intervention for a fam-
ily in trouble. 

¶ For many battered women, pets are sources 

of comfort providing strong emotional support: 
98% of Americans consider pets to be com-
panions or members of the family. 

¶ Animal cruelty problems are people problems. 

When animals are abused, people are at risk.  
http://www.americanhumane.org/about -us/

newsroom/fact -sheets/animal -abuse-domestic-

Sarah Summerville (L) presenting the 

award to Russelle Patterson (R)  

http://www.americanhumane.org/about-us/newsroom/fact-sheets/animal-abuse-domestic-violence.html
http://www.americanhumane.org/about-us/newsroom/fact-sheets/animal-abuse-domestic-violence.html


 

Streamside Biosurveys:  Braving the rain and cold on April 

15th, the students of the 2009 Rutgers Environmental Steward 

Volunteer Training Program from the ACUA location, were 

determined not to miss out on an opportunity to sort through 

mud, decomposing 

leaf and other vegeta-

tive matter, and 

gravel to discover 

what types of macro-

invertebrates (aquatic insects living in their immature form in 

freshwater streams and their adult life on 

land) could be found in Babcock Creek at 

Pine Street.   

Fred Akers braved the streamôs high water and strong current to retrieve 20 sam-

ples of the various habitats present within the stream (vegetated bank, snags and 

logs, aquatic vegetation, and silt/sand/gravel substrate).  The high water ham-

pered Fredôs usual collection methods, 

but he quickly fine -tuned his methods 

and kept the group supplied with sam-

ples to sort. 

Even though fingers were getting numb, the group remained 

in high spirits.   Working under adverse conditions, the 

group was able to find and identify many aquatic insects.  

The diversity of macroinvertebrates found in Babcock Creek

(23 different aquatic insects were identified) is an indication 

of good water quality in the stream.  

It was a mild, cloudy day on March 12, 2009 on the cam-

pus of the Richard Stockton College, when its chapter of 

Community Water Watch Volunteers participated in a 

streamside biosurvey.  The students walked out to the 

high tension power lines from the school buildings.  

Twenty samples of macroinvertebrates were collected, 

sorted and identified.  The diversity of aquatic insects 

found were an indication of good water quality.   

Wildlife Aid, Inc. is a non-profit private foundation licensed by the New Jersey Divi-

sion of Fish, Game and Wildlife since 1986. Their purpose is to provide the public with 

a facility that rehabilitates distressed, injured and orphaned wildlife with the objective 

of releasing those animals back into their natural environment. Over 500 wild animals 

are attended to each year.  Contributions of animal food, vitamins, medicine, cleaning 

materials, feeding apparatus and monetary contributions are always welcome.  Volun-

teers are needed to participate in transporting animals, assisting homeowners in re-

moving animals, promoting spaying and neutering of pets plus building squirrel and 

raccoon houses. 

If you would like to make a   

contribution please contact:                         

Wildlife Aid Inc.                                         

Susan M. Fenton, Director, President                 

155 Asbury Road                                                               

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234                                                    

609-927-0538 

Fred Challenged 

by the Elements  

Trying to Stay Dry Under the Easy -Up 

Picking out Aquatic Insects  

We are having a Great Time  

Stockton Water Watch Student Volunteers  


