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New River Trail Signs in  

Atlantic County Parks  

If you are planning a trip on the Great Egg Harbor River 
take notice of the newly erected signs at Penny Pot,  
Weymouth Furnace, and Camp Acagisca.  The new signs 
replaced the old brown signs at those locations.  In 2013 
Conservation Resources Inc. awarded GEHRA a grant in 
the amount of $5,750 to purchase and install signs and  
create and publish a brochure to improve the management 

of paddle recreation at Atlantic County Parks.  GEHWA and Atlantic County Parks partnered to create the new 
signs which inform paddlers of the distances between access locations and the approximate time required to 
reach a destination.  The new signs also provide safety tips. 
 
The purpose of the "Great Egg Harbor Water Trails in Atlantic County Parks" project is to provide and improve 
reasonable and managed public access to 16.9 miles of the Great Egg Harbor National Scenic and  
Recreational River that passes through and links 1,836 acres of Atlantic County Parkland including Penny Pot 
Park, Weymouth Furnace Park, and Lake Lenape Park.  It also passes through and links the Natural Lands 
Trusts 180 acre Allen Woods Preserve, the 186 acre Johns Woods Preserve, the 228 acre Three Rivers  
Preserve, and it passes through and links 743 acres of the Great Egg Harbor River WMA, for a total public  
access to 3,173 acres of permanently protected open space.  This project also promotes consistency with the 
Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan and the Comprehensive Management Plan for the Great Egg 
Harbor National Scenic and Recreational River by providing visitor management and interpretive services  
objectives which are provisions included in these regional management plans.  In addition, this project will  
provide the public with improved travel information for better trip planning and safety and will promote better 
managed public access on the Great Egg Harbor River. 
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GEHWA 2014 Fall Adventure on the Great Egg Harbor River  

Late Saturday morning on the last weekend in Septem-

ber a small group gathered at Camp Acagisca in Mays 

Landing to paddle the Great Egg Harbor River.  Prior 

to launching our kayaks, we set up our tents, popups 

and the back of an SUV in preparation to spending the 

night camping.  Once we had setup camp and unloaded 

the  

groceries, 

we trans-

ported our 

kayaks 

down to the 

beach.  Next 

we drove a 

couple of vehicles to Lake Lenape and parked them so that 

they would be available to transport the kayaks back to the 

camp at the end of our trip.   

We were on the river by about 1:00 pm.  It was a 

beautiful sunny day.  No need for jackets.  The 

water level and the velocity of the river were up 

following the two plus inches of rain we had had 

during the week.  Once we launched from the 

river bank our kayaks were caught up in the 

swiftly moving current.  We didnôt have to pad-

dle much, other than to maneuver around the 

twists and turns of the river, until we reached 

the top of Lake Lenape. 

 

While floating towards Lake Lenape,  

Julie Akers and Lynn Maun discovered 

a Rough 

Green 

snake 

caught in 

the  

current and moving downriver with us.    

Julie was able to scoop the snake out of the river with the end of her  

paddle.  Since Julie could no longer maneuver with a snake on the end of 

her paddle, Lynn towed her over to the riverbank so that she could 

deposit the snake on dry ground.  According to é.continued on page 4 

Paul Kenny next to one of the new river trail signs 

Early afternoon launch from Camp Acagisca 

Rough Green snake rescued from 

the middle of the river 

Rough Green snake expressing its 

thanks for the rescue 
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...continued from page 3 the Field Guild to Reptiles and Amphibians of New Jersey the ñRough Green 

snake is hard to find because of its color and shapeò.  Spotting its bright green body floating on the 

surface of the tea colored river is easier than trying to spot it hanging out in the vegetation.  Though, 

since it is an ñarboreal species found in vegetation overhanging waterò, itôs not surprising to find one 

in the water. 

Once we arrived back at camp we began preparations for dinner.  We had hamburgers and hotdogs.  

Stir -fried kielbasa and vegetables, baked beans, salad and pie.  Quite a feast.  After cleaning up we 

gathered around the campfire and, of course, had some s'mores.   

We began our day Sunday morning with 

scrambled eggs enhanced with cheese, pep-

pers, onions and ham.  Following our forti-

fying breakfast, we transported our boats to 

Weymouth Furnace to begin our second day 

on the river.  Again, we had a beautiful day.  

We had a few more paddlers join us on Sun-

day.  Since the river was moving fast, Ira 

Grindlinger  briefed the group on river safe-

ty.   We all made the trip back to the beach 

at Camp Acagisca without any mishaps.   

New River Trail Sign at  

Weymouth Furnace  

Sunday morning launch from  

Weymouth Furnace  

Please make your  

calendarôs for  

September 26 & 27, 

2015 when we are  

planning to have our 

next weekend paddle 

on the river  
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Lakes Creek Wetland Mitigation Bank 

Atlantic County began construction of the first government wetland mitigation bank in New Jersey, Delaware and  

Pennsylvania on April 29 2013 in Egg Harbor Township.   In November 2013 Atlantic County Department of Regional 

Planning and Development received the Governorôs ñEnvironmental Excellence Awardò for ñHealthy Ecosystemsò for the 

Lakes Creek Wetland Mitigation project.  

 

Construction of the Lakes Creek Wetland 

Mitigation Bank  included lowering the  

elevation of the agricultural field adjacent to 

Lakes Creek and increasing the tidal flushing 

by creating a channel connected to the creek 

to enhance coastal wetlands. Additional 

brackish and freshwater areas will also be 

developed within the bank.  The bank will 

include planted species of grass, bushes and 

trees. Plantings within the upland forest, 

freshwater and brackish wetland areas  

occurred between mid-September and mid-

October 2013. Herbaceous plantings within 

the coastal wetland area were completed be-

tween mid-April and mid -May 2014. There 

will be a minimum five -year maintenance and 

monitoring phase of the growth and  

development of plantings, site soils and  

hydrology, in addition to other factors affecting the bank's success.  

 

Amy Green Environmental Consulting 

firm was contracted by Atlantic County 

Department of Planning and Engineering 

to develop the wetland mitigation bank 

for the purpose of providing  

compensatory wetland mitigation credits 

for anticipated Atlantic County bridge 

and intersection improvement or  

replacement projects.  Information and a 

YouTube video about the project can be 

found at the following websites: http://

amygreene.com/wetlandrestoration4.php 

and https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=334LSNKp2AQ. 

...continued on page 6 

 

Oak tree with bee swarm 

May 30, 2013 Aerial view looking southwest over the Lakes 

Creek Wetland Mitigation Bank site.  The topsoil is being 

stripped and materials are being loaded for transport to the 

county stockpile site. 

September 20, 2013-View looking southwest over the Atlantic County Lakes Creek Wetland Mitigation Bank 

site near high tide.  Although difficult to see, given the scale of the site, the fresh and brackish water areas  to 

the east have been planted as well as the slopes of the project.  The tidal flow from Lakes Creek through the 

newly created channels is clearly evident, stopping just shy of the round tree island marking the edge of the 

brackish water area.  Flooded saltwater areas closest to Lakes Creek will be planted in the spring of 2014. 
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...continued from page 5 

 

 

 

Additional information and photos can be found 

at the following website:  http://www.aclink.org/

Planning/MainPages/wetlands -mitigation -

bank.asp 

May 20, 2014ðLooking southwest.  Visible is the 

entire site with the freshwater wetland area off to 

the left and the saltwater wetland area to the 

right, including the tidal channels.  Lakes Creek 

is visible to the west of the bank site running to-

wards the great Egg Harbor River in the distance. 

Lakes Creek coastal wetland area (the  

area with the tidal channel) was planted in 

the spring of 2014 

May 17, 2014 

September 11, 2014 

June 27, 2014 

June 10, 2014 


