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Open Public Meetings Act Statement

This meeting was advertised pursuant to the NJ 
Open Public Meetings Act.  

Meeting notices were sent to the Courier Post 
and the Press of Atlantic City. 

All meeting notices are also posted on the 
GEHWA website calendar at www.gehwa.org.

http://www.gehwa.org/




River Council Roll Call
Julie Akers Buena Vista Twp
(Lou Harvey)
(Jenn Jennings)
Alison Stefanik Corbin City
(Kathleen Federico)
(Daniel Patterson)
Jim Owen Estell Manor
(William Donath Sr.)
Bill Christman Hamilton Twp.
(Michael Dupras)
Rick Coe Monroe Twp.
Ralph Bernard Weymouth Twp.
(Bill Egan)
(Susan Stiles)
Gregory Gregory Somers Point
(Bill Reinert)

John Keenan Hammonton
(Lynnee LoCicero)
Clark Sprigman  Winslow Twp.
Bill Handley Upper Twp.
(Steve Eisenhauer)
(Bill Stuempfig)
Dick Colby GEHWA
(Paul Ludgate)
(Clay Emerson)
Greg Conway Borough of Folsom
David Brown Egg Harbor Twp.
(Tom Baum)



Approval of Last Meeting Minutes



Public Portion



Lynn Maun
Education and Outreach Coordinator



Summer & Fall 
2025

Indoor and 
Outdoor 

Classroom Events



July 2025
Outdoor Classroom 

Events



Ocean City Yacht Club
Minnows Program – 4th Year
Corson’s Inlet State Park

July 9, 16 & 29, 2025







September 2025
Outdoor Classroom 

Events



Homeschool 
Group at Corson’s 
Inlet State Park
September 8, 

2025





Stockton 
University Macro 

Sampling
9-16 & 18, 2025





October 2025
Outdoor Classroom 

Events



Corson’s Inlet
Fernwood MS

October 3, 7 & 9, 2025
Outdoor Classroom







Lesser Blue Claw 
Crab



What IS IT?



What IS IT?





Tonguefish



Hightide 10/9/2025





Community Events



CoCoRaHS
Program

Vineland Library
June 25, 2025







GEHWA’s 19th Annual 
Picnic and Campfire

Tuesday, July 22, 
2025, at 5:30 pm at 
Lake Lenape West





Oyster Spat Survey
8/29/2025

One of Many Days





Somers Point 
Good Old Days 

at Kennedy Park
9/6/2025





GEHWA Fall 
Adventure

Stephen’s Lake
9/27/2025





Honeybee from Jim Owens Apiary?



MIDTram Survey
Tuckahoe Island
9/29 & 30/2025







Osprey Program







In 2024, ospreys had favorable conditions for 
their successful reproduction throughout the 

state, with few severe weather events to limit 
their ability to find and catch fish, especially in 

coastal waters offshore. However, this season 
had some irregular outcomes, with some 

females not laying eggs in the spring. 



On January 6, 2025, 
NJDEP announced the 

adoption of a rule change 
which upgraded the status 
of ospreys from threatened 

to stable.















Compare 
2024 to 

2025

Same # of 
Active 

Nests but 
2025 less 

productive





2025
17th Year of the 

GEHWA/GEHRC Osprey 
Project

Survey done 6/25 & 
6/26/2025



Compare 
2024 to 

2025

Same # of 
Active 

Nests but 
2025 less 

productive







Upcoming Events



Fernwood MS 
Macroinvertebrate 

Programs
10/16/2025 & 10-30/2025



Jordan Road School Event 
at Kennedy Park
5th & 6th Grades

10-17-2025



Hammonton’s 16th
Green Day Event

November 1, 2025 



GEHWA Member and 
Friends Meeting

Tuesday, 
November 25,2025 

at 6:30PM



Lake Lenape Dam





Alaska









National Park Service
Sarah Bursky ~
•Outdoor Recreational Planner
NPS NE Regional Office, Philadelphia, 
PA
•Great Egg Harbor River
(Atl., Glo., Cam., Cape.)
•Maurice River (Cumberland 
County, NJ)
•Musconetcong River (Hunterdon 
County, NJ)
White Clay Creek (Delaware)
Lower Delaware (NJ & PA)



Old Business



New Business



River Councilor Reports for each Municipality.



Administrator’s Report



Oyster Spat Surveys

All summer and into the fall GEHWA conducted 
Oyster Spat Surveys



Oyster Spat Surveys

For the first time, GEHWA participated with the state in conducting bi-
weekly oyster spat surveys at 4 locations in the Great Egg Harbor Bay.

In August, we had one notably successful week counting 17 spat on 20 
shells from the Historic Seedbeds Site.

We are unsure however if this year was considered “good or bad” for spat.

We’d like to compare our findings with those who have been conducting 
these counts longer than us (ex. Stockton Marine Field Station)



We started with 
4 stations, but 
the Patcong 
Creek station 
disappeared in 
September.



The spat station highflyers kept sinking, so Dave and Fred grappled the bottom for 3 
hours at the Patcong site, and dragged up only derelict crab pots



Fred found and pulled the 3 remaining spat stations on 10/11/25 before the nor'easter 
flooding.  Special thanks to Tom Baum (and his boat), Dave Brown, and Julie Akers 
for volunteering to help with this challenging project.  





Tuckahoe Island Assessments



MidTRAM on Tuckahoe Island

GEHWA completed a series of 6 MidTRAM marsh assessments on Tuckahoe 
Island as 1 of the many requirements by NJDEP to apply dredge material to the 
island. 

The goal of MidTRAM is to establish a baseline of what is going on in the marsh 
and the current conditions.

This data can be used to establish Areas of Interest for restoration and can be 
used as a baseline to compare areas that have been ecologically uplifted too.

Special thanks to Dave Brown and Paul Kenney for volunteering to help with this 
MidTRAM marsh assessment.







Ocean City Welcome Center Sign

The sign that we have collaborated on with the Ocean City Yacht Club has 
been delivered to Fred’s house.

Our next task is to promote the sign and ask for Ocean City to install it at the 
Welcome Center on the 9th Street Bridge.



Ocean City Welcome Center Sign receiving and assembly.



The cost to purchase this sign and the mounting was $2,442.



The goal of this sign is to teach the public about the Coastal Salt Marsh



NJ Wetlands Mitigation Council Grant - Beesley’s Point

Princeton Hydro and GEHWA have decided to re-apply to the New Jersey 
Wetlands Mitigation Council for $1,777,035.97 to re-establish lost coastal wetland 
and enhance 1.50 acres of coastal wetlands.

The project proposes approximately 1,500 linear feet of shoreline stabilization 
protected with approximately 1,000 linear feet of rock sill resulting in a 
approximately 1.13 acres of wetland restoration.



The Plan for Beesley’s Point

- Use armored marsh sills to restore wetlands back to the 1970 wetland 
line

- Backfill the sills with beneficially reused dredge material 
- Strategically leave sandy beach area for horseshoe crabs and other 

wildlife, and use places stone as opposed to dumped stone to keep 
crabs and other animals from getting stuck in the sills.

Our proposal is on the Wetlands Mitigation Council’s Agenda for 10/30











Lake Lenape Dam is up & running

The new dam is the largest labyrinth dam in the state, and features an 
upgraded powerhouse, new floodgates, a longer spillway and a relocated 
fish ladder, according to Pat Ennis, an engineer with WSP USA.

The project cost $14.6 million, with Hamilton Township and Atlantic County 
each paying $5 million. Van Drew secured the remaining $4.6 million in 
federal funding through a congressional earmark.





Derelict Barge on Stephen Creek

GEHWA has sent a formal proposal to Stockton University to remove the 
derelict barge on Stephen Creek.

Estimated cost of removal is not to exceed $15,000.

The plan would be for Shamrock Towing to remove the barge in phases and 
take it to the landfill at ACUA.

Hopefully Stockton will make the award any day now. 

















Mill Creek Bridge

There is action on the Mill Creek Bridge on the Tuckahoe River!

The Historic Bridge has been closed off for over 20 years, but recently with 
the push from the River Council and the local community, there is finally an 
effort taking place to replace the bridge.



The bridge over Mill Creek is within 
the Federal Boundary.









Photo taken 10/11/25

Contractors have removed 
the old derelict bridge and are 
in the process of preparing 
for the new bridge.

The new bridge is a 
prefabricated bridge that will 
be installed for bikes / 
pedestrians.



Federal Funding Updates

We have received our Federal funding for the year! 

GEHWA was awarded $210,000 per our Cooperative Agreement with the 
National Park Service.

We also just completed FY25 and will be working on submitting our annual 
reporting to the National Park Service.



Living on the Edge 

We’re experiencing 
serious beach erosion 
and tidal flooding on the 
barrier islands.

Protecting our coastal 
ecosystems that act as 
shock absorbers and 
buffers to these more 
frequent & intensified 
storms is more 
important than ever!

Strathmere’s 2023 t-shirt becomes more serious in 2025



Compromised dunes on the 
North End of Strathmere gave 
way on 10/13



Photos taken and shared by the SIA on 10/13. 
Driving into Strathmere from Upper Township was 
mission impossible with flooding.



The Flooding Doesn’t Stop There

Brooke also observed flooding 
in our back bays behind Ocean 
City, up river by Cedar Swamp, 
and along the Tuckahoe. 





Bill Christman 
found a 
mysterious 
fish skeleton 
near his 
house.



Dave Brown and Tom Baum 
delivered the skeleton to the 
Bureau of Marine Fisheries 

scientists who determined that it 
was a striped bass with 

pugheadedness deformity.
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