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Open Public Meetings Act Statement

This meeting was advertised pursuant to the NJ 
Open Public Meetings Act.  

Meeting notices were sent to the Courier Post 
and the Press of Atlantic City. 

All meeting notices are also posted on the 
GEHWA website calendar at www.gehwa.org.

http://www.gehwa.org/




River Council Roll Call
Julie Akers Buena Vista Twp
(Lou Harvey)
(Jenn Jennings)
Alison Stefanik Corbin City
(Kathleen Federico)
(Daniel Patterson)
Jim Owen Estell Manor
(William Donath Sr.)
Bill Christman Hamilton Twp.
(Michael Dupras)
Rick Coe Monroe Twp.
Ralph Bernard Weymouth Twp.
(Bill Egan)
(Susan Stiles)
Gregory Gregory Somers Point
(Bill Reinert)

John Keenan Hammonton
(Lynnee LoCicero)
Clark Sprigman  Winslow Twp.
Bill Handley Upper Twp.
(Steve Eisenhauer)
(Bill Stuempfig)
Dick Colby GEHWA
(Paul Ludgate)
(Clay Emerson)
Greg Conway Borough of Folsom
David Brown Egg Harbor Twp.
(Tom Baum)



Approval of Last Meeting Minutes



Public Portion



Lynn Maun
Education and Outreach Coordinator



Fall 2025
Indoor and 
Outdoor 

Classroom Events



Fernwood MS 
Macroinvertebrate 

Programs
10/16, 11/11 & 

11/13/2025



















Jordan Road School
115 5th & 6th Graders

Kennedy Park
Friday, October 17, 2025



The students rotated 
through 5 stations







Community Events



Community Event

Hammonton’s 16th

Green Day Event
November 1, 2025



GEHWA Member and 
Friends Meeting

Tuesday, 
November 25,2025



Fred Akers
“Restoration of Tuckahoe 
Island” & Jacob DeRose

“NJDEP Watershed 
Ambassador Program”



Upcoming Events



GEHWA Member and 
Friends Meeting

Tuesday, 
January 27,2026 at 

6:30PM



2025 Calendar 
Year Review 



Outreach 2025
GEHWA Staff 

Students – 7,372
Adults – 4,227 



Outreach 2025
GEHWA Volunteers

Julie Akers & Tom Baum 
Students – 3,190
Adults – 1,717





Outreach 2025
Other GEHWA 

Volunteers Assisted 
at many Events. 



Total Outreach 
2025

Students – 10,562
Adults – 5,944



We Would Like to Thank 
All Our Special Volunteers



Special Thank You To:
Julie Akers, Tom Baum, David 
Kreutz, Cheryl Fouts, Morgan 

Crouch, Bill Handley, Dave Brown, 
Jacob DeRose, Paul Ludgate, & 

Lynnee LoCicero
River Council Members and GEHWA 

Trustees









CoCoRaHS
Program



CoCoRaHS Guiness Records

CoCoRaHs - largest volunteer weather 
observation network

The CoCoRaHS network has been 
recognized by the Guinness World Records 

as the largest volunteer weather 
observation network.



CoCoRaHS Guiness Records

2023 - 26,500 stations produced 
5.6 million daily reports
US, Canada and Bahamas



National Park Service
Sarah Bursky ~
•Outdoor Recreational Planner
NPS NE Regional Office, Philadelphia, 
PA
•Great Egg Harbor River
(Atl., Glo., Cam., Cape.)
•Maurice River (Cumberland 
County, NJ)
•Musconetcong River (Hunterdon 
County, NJ)
White Clay Creek (Delaware)
Lower Delaware (NJ & PA)











Old Business



New Business



Kyle Rumaker - Newly Elected GEHWA Trustee 
Kyle’s Background in Coastal 
Engineering:

● Beach analysis
● Beach replenishment design
● Dredge design
● Marsh/wetland restoration
● Inlet and harbor design
● Implementation of natural and 

nature based features for 
shoreline protection

● Increasing the resilience of 
coastal communities.

Kyle is a Beesley’s Point native, and has spent a ton of time rowing and 
recreating in and around the Great Egg Harbor Watershed!



River Councilor Reports for each Municipality.



Administrator’s Report



Beesley’s Point Project Updates



GEHWA Withdrawal from Beesley’s Point Project

After getting preliminary approval from the Wetlands Mitigation Council on the 
project, BPDG was not willing to deed restrict the project area for restoration.

Due to their development interests, GEHWA had to withdraw from the project.

We are hopeful that in the future there will be opportunities to work on the much 
needed shoreline stabilization and restoration work on Beesley’s Point.



Tuckahoe Island Project Updates

NJDEP & NJDOT are committing to restore Tuckahoe Island in the coming years.

Brooke, Fred, Kurt Cheng (NPS), and Tyler Kinney (NJDEP) are members of the 
“Habitat Team”

We are tasked with creating an “Area of Interest” report and will be meeting bi-
weekly starting in January.

This will be a long complicated process and there is a timeline that informs all of 
the steps that have to happen.



Partners:





GEHWA



Drexel & Stonybrook Report on Tuckahoe Island

During our time studying Tuckahoe Island, we noticed that there was other 
research occurring there.

Drexel University and Stonybrook University had SETs (Surface Elevation Table 
instruments) out on the island.

Until recently, we did not have any more information about them.





Study purpose:

The purpose of establishing this wetland monitoring effort is to provide important 
baseline data about an area of coastal wetlands that is relatively unstudied in 
coastal New Jersey but comprises a large portion of coastal marsh under state 
management.



Drexel / Stonybrook Research & Report for NJDEP

Published on the NJDEP website we found the report for the research that took 
place from 2021 - 2024 along the Tuckahoe river and on Tuckahoe Island.

The Universities measured:

● Soils
● Vegetation (Biomass, diversity, and distribution)
● Water Quality 
● Shellfish Distribution
● Surface Elevation
● MidTRAM Rapid Assessments



GEHWA’s work so far 

● Desktop mapping
● MidTRAM marsh assessments
● Data Logger deployments & data collection
● Transporting partner engineers on site
● Meeting and coordinating with state partners

Special thanks to Dave Brown and Paul Kenney for volunteer assistance in 
conducting the MidTRAM marsh assessments. 



GEHWA & WSP 
engineers





11/18 Tuckahoe Island Survey 

Fred and Brooke went out to 
collect data from the data 
loggers on the island while 
WSP engineers completed a 
Bio Benchmark Survey.



Native oysters 
found growing 
amongst ribbed 
mussels on 
Tuckahoe Island



Our Preliminary Site Restoration Recommendations

#1: Restore large breached 
mudflats to marsh (SW of 
island)

#2: Restore fragmentation (S 
side of island)





TNC Grant Awarded for Pipeline Project 

TNC was awarded .989 million to study 
and create 5 restoration designs for 
areas of interest in the Great Egg 
Harbor Estuary.

Goals: Restore habitat for wildlife, 
coastal resilience for surrounding 
communities





GEHWA’s role in TNC Marsh Pipeline

● Inform Areas of Interest 
● Community Outreach and Engagement 
● Data collection and monitoring













































Staging the new osprey platform in the work boat before launching 10/19/25.



The new osprey platform in the work boat before delivery 10/21/25.











Ocean City Visitor Center on the Great Egg Harbor Coastal Marshes





The sign was 
designed by Lynn 
Maun, paid for by the 
Ocean City Yacht 
Club, and installed on 
10/27/25.

Thanks to Dave 
Brown, David and 
Sheryl Kreutz, and 
Brooke for help with 
the install.

This picture was 
taken by Bill Reinert 
on 10/29/25. 



Annual GEHWA report to NPS 

Our annual reporting to NPS is due 12/29.

Brooke is currently working on finalizing our report that details how our 
Cooperative Agreement money is spent as well as staff activities and 
performance.

Upon completion, this report will be shared with River Councilors and 
Trustees for a recap of Fiscal Year 2025.



Progress on Marshallville Rd Bridge 

The bridge over Mill Creek is set to be completed as a pedestrian bridge in 
January after being closed down for about 20 years! 

Upper Township and Marshallville Road residents are grateful to have had the 
support from GEHWA and the River Council in getting this project to happen.

Residents are working together to plan a small opening celebration in 2026.
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