
Chair:
Gregory Gregory
Bill Reinert

Somers Point
Vice Chair:
Rick Coe

Monroe Twp.
COUNCILLORS:
Julie Akers
Lou Harvey
Jenn Jennings

Buena Vista Twp.
Alison Stefanik
Kathleen Federico
Daniel Patterson

Corbin City
Bill Christman
Denise Appleget

Hamilton Twp.

Ralph Bernard
Bill Egan
Susan Stiles

Weymouth 
Twp.
Clark Sprigman
Winslow Twp.

John Keenan
Lynnee LoCicero

Hammonton
Jim Owen
Jim Owen Jr.

Estell Manor
Greg Conway

Borough of 
Folsom
David Brown
Tom Baum

Egg Harbor Twp.
Bill Handley
Steve Eisenhauer
Bill Stuempfig

Upper Twp.
Dick Colby
Paul Ludgate
Clay Emerson

GEHWA



Open Public Meetings Act Statement

This meeting was advertised pursuant to the NJ 
Open Public Meetings Act.  

Meeting notices were sent to the Courier Post 
and the Press of Atlantic City. 

All meeting notices are also posted on the 
GEHWA website calendar at www.gehwa.org.

http://www.gehwa.org/




River Council Roll Call
Julie Akers Buena Vista Twp
(Lou Harvey)
(Jenn Jennings)
Alison Stefanik Corbin City
(Kathleen Federico)
(Daniel Patterson)
Jim Owen Estell Manor
(William Donath Sr.)
Bill Christman Hamilton Twp.
(Michael Dupras)
Rick Coe Monroe Twp.
Ralph Bernard Weymouth Twp.
(Bill Egan)
(Susan Stiles)
Gregory Gregory Somers Point
(Bill Reinert)

John Keenan Hammonton
(Lynnee LoCicero)
Clark Sprigman  Winslow Twp.
Bill Handley Upper Twp.
(Steve Eisenhauer)
(Bill Stuempfig)
Dick Colby GEHWA
(Paul Ludgate)
(Clay Emerson)
Greg Conway Borough of Folsom
David Brown Egg Harbor Twp.
(Tom Baum)
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Lynn Maun
Education and Outreach Coordinator



Spring 2025
Indoor and 
Outdoor 

Classroom Events



We Would Like to Thank 
All Our Special Volunteers



Special Thank You To:
Julie Akers, Tom Baum, 
David Kreutz, Cheryl 

Fouts, Morgan Crouch & 
Bill Handley & Dave Brown





Hamilton School 4th Grade at Nature Center
Fernwood MS 7th Grade – EHT – Corson’s Inlet

Delsea HS AP Environmental Science Class
Homeschool Group Mixed Group – NC

Friends of the Parks Mixed Group – Nature 
Center

St. Vincent De Paul – Corson’s Inlet
Ocean City Yacht Club Minnow – Corson’s Inlet



Hamilton School 
4th Grade
Estell Manor Park
April 29, 30 & May 1, 
2025
238 Students





Homeschool Group
Estell ManorPark

May 5, 2025
14 Students



Juvenile Red-bellied Turtle



Fernwood MS 7th Grade
Corson’s Inlet State Park

Throughout May 2025
9 Groups in 8 Days

257 Students
2011 to 2025 (15 Yrs)



Four Spined Stickleback
Summer Flounder
Mummichog
Silversides
Striped Killifish
Juvenile Eel (? Species)
Northern Pipefish
American Eel
Tautog
Juvenile Larval Fish (? Species)
White Perch
White Catfish
Larval Fish – Croaker
Windowpane Flounder
Oyster Toadfish
Spot
Feather Blenny
Sea Robin

Horseshoe Crab
Green Crab
Ghost Crab
Hermit Crab
Calico Crab
Asian Crab
Rock Crab
Blue Crab
Hermit Crab

Comb Jelly

Grass Shrimp
Sand Shrimp
Skeleton Shrimp

Snail
Whelk

Clams
Ribbed Mussel
Blue Mussel

Diamond Backed 
Terrapin




















Purple Marsh Crab



Delsea High School
AP Environmental Science 

Class
Corson’s Inlet State Park

May 20, 2025
14 Students



Friends of the Parks
3rd Saturday Program

Nature Center and Pond
5-17-2025

Frog and Toad Program







SVDP 3 & 4 Grade 
5 & 6 Grade

Corson’s Inlet State Park
May 3 & 5,2025

65 Students
2008 to 2025 (18 Yrs)











Community Event

ACUA Earth Day
April 27, 2025

~10,000 Attendees





Towards the end of the day this seam 
in the tent was open from the side 

all the way to the top.  



GEHWA Annual Hike for 
Frogs 5/27/2025

Piney Hollow Preserve
Franklin Twp.









Upcoming Event



July 2025
Outdoor Classroom 

Events



July 9, 16 & 29, 2025
Ocean City Yacht Club

Minnows Program – 4th Year
Corson’s Inlet State Park



CoCoRaHS
Program





GEHWA’s 19th Annual 
Picnic and Campfire

Tuesday, July 22, 
2025, at 5:30 pm at 
Lake Lenape Park 





Route 52 Causeway 
Rookery

May 15, 2025









Fun Fact
What do you call a colony of 

Flamingos?



Flamboyance



Old Business



National Park Service
Alan Hunt & Kurt Cheng
•Outdoor Recreational Planner
NPS NE Regional Office, 
Philadelphia, PA
•Great Egg Harbor River
(Atl., Glo., Cam., Cape.)
•Musconetcong River (Hunterdon 
County, NJ)



New Business



5/10 Tuckahoe River Clean Up Event 

On May 10th, Brooke and Bill Handley organized and facilitated a clean up on the 
Tuckahoe River. All together the group removed several derelict docks, large 
abandoned buoys, and other debris from the river.

GEHWA and the River Council were assisted by Boy Scout Troop 79, the local 
community, Upper Township EMS, and Upper Township Public Works 
Department.

Fred, Tom Baum, Carol Jones, and Bill Stuempfig participated from GEHWA and 
the River Council. John Helbig from the Somers Point Environmental Commission 
also came and volunteered!









Tom BaumCarol JonesBrooke Fisher Bill Handley

Tuckahoe River Cleanup 5/10/25 



Tuckahoe River Cleanup 5/10/25 

Bill StuempfigJohn Heilberg



Resolution 4 -2025 

A Resolution to Recognize Upper Township Troop 79 with a $250 Grant for 
its Assistance with Marine Debris Cleanup on May 10, 2025



Resolution RC: 05-2025
A Resolution to Recognize Carson Endicott for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in EHT Troop 
94
WHEREAS, in 1992, 129 miles, including the tidal estuary of the Great Egg Harbor River were 
designated by Congress into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System to be locally managed and 
protected by the 12 municipalities of the Great Egg Harbor River Council and the Great Egg Harbor 
Watershed Association; and
WHEREAS, Scout Carson Endicott lives in Somers Point, and Boy Scout Troop 94 is chartered by the 
Mainland Policemen’s Benevolent Association of Egg Harbor Township, both in River Council 
Municipalities; and
WHEREAS, for his Eagle Scout Project, Carson Endicott planned and implemented an enhancement 
project to the Richard Somers Memorial Park in Somers Point, which included concrete work and 
personalized engraved brick work; and
WHEREAS, throughout his Scouting career, Carson Endicott has demonstrated exceptional efforts to 
promote and improve our River Council Communities; and
WHEREAS, on June 12, 2025, Carson Endicott attended a Troop 94 Court of Honor and was awarded 
the rank of Eagle Scout:
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Egg Harbor River Council at its 6/18/25 meeting 
hereby Honors and Congratulates Carson Endicott for his service to the community and his 
achievement of the rank of Eagle Scout.

(Note, no money, voice vote)





Richard Somers Memorial Park in Somers Point before Carson Endicott’s Eagle Scout Project

2/16/22



Richard Somers Memorial Park in Somers Point during Carson Endicott’s Eagle Scout 
Project

5/17/23



Richard Somers Memorial Park in Somers Point after Carson Endicott’s Eagle Scout Project

3/18/25



Carson Endicot



Resolution RC: 05-2025

A Resolution to Recognize Carson Endicott for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in EHT Troop 94

WHEREAS, in 1992, 129 miles, including the tidal estuary of the Great Egg Harbor River were designated by Congress into the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System to be locally managed and protected by the 12 municipalities of the Great Egg Harbor River Council and 
the Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association; and

WHEREAS, Scout Carson Endicott lives in Somers Point, and Boy Scout Troop 94 is chartered by the Mainland Policemen’s 
Benevolent Association of Egg Harbor Township, both in River Council Municipalities; and

WHEREAS, for his Eagle Scout Project, Carson Endicott planned and implemented an enhancement project to the Richard Somers 
Memorial Park in Somers Point, which included concrete work and personalized engraved brick work; and

WHEREAS, throughout his Scouting career, Carson Endicott has demonstrated exceptional efforts to promote and improve our River 
Council Communities; and

WHEREAS, on June 12, 2025, Carson Endicott attended a Troop 94 Court of Honor and was awarded the rank of Eagle Scout: 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Great Egg Harbor River Council at its 6/18/25 meeting hereby Honors and 
Congratulates Carson Endicott for his service to the community and his achievement of the rank of Eagle Scout.  

(Note, no money, voice vote)



River Councilor Reports for each Municipality.



Administrator’s Report



Oyster Spat Monitoring in the Great Egg Harbor Watershed

On 5/23 Brooke, Fred, Tom Baum and Dave Brown were trained on Oyster 
Spat Monitoring by Liia Carpenter from NJDEP Bureau of Marine Fisheries.

On Friday 5/30, Fred and Tom set 4 locations for the project and deployed 4 
sets of spat bags into the water.

The team will now monitor, count, and measure any oyster spat growth on 
the bags every other week.

Water quality will also be measured at each site for top and bottom water 
temperature, salinity, pH, DO, and turbidity.







Brooke, Dave, and Tom learning about spat 5/23/25





Setting out the oyster spat gear 5/30/25



Captain Tom rocking the oyster spat project 5/30/25



The Middle River Station is set out 5/30/25



Oyster Spat 
Monitoring 
6/12/25



Looking closely 
but no spat found 
on 6/12/25



Tuckahoe Island / TWMA Beneficial Reuse Opportunities

On April 22nd, Fred sent a letter to Coastal Biologist Tyler Kinney from NJDEP 
discussing the marsh edge erosion that is taking place on Tuckahoe Island and 
how the NJDOT Office of Marine Resources new plan to dredge the Tuckahoe 
River offers a rare opportunity for a beneficial reuse project.

Fred identified 5 locations along the Tuckahoe River where there is unvegetated 
marsh using The Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) is a widely 
used metric in remote sensing to assess the health and density of vegetation.

























TNC and Restoration in the Great Egg Harbor Watershed

From NJDEP:

The Nature Conservancy is looking to 
initiate a pipeline of restoration projects in 
this watershed (Step 2 and Step 3 on the 
chart), with NJFW up taking Steps 4-7 in 
partnership with OMR (Office of Maritime 
Resources) when sediment becomes 
available (seems highly likely in late 2026 
at the moment). TNC would likely be 
starting in early 2026.



Steps for Coastal Restoration Projects



We are here:
Piloting 
Areas of 
Interest 
(AOIs) within 
the 
Tuckahoe 
WMA



Step 1: Develop and Area of Interest This Summer

This would involve a remote sensing analysis:

● GEHWA Survey 123
● NJDEP & NJDOT Data requirements 

Followed by low-resolution data collection efforts: 

● MidTRAM: Mid Atlantic,Tidal Wetland Rapid Assessment 
Method

● Potentially ARUs (Autonomous Recording Unit)
● Shellfish monitoring



GEHWA’s Role: Data Collection

This summer GEHWA will be gathering Marsh edge data as we did last year via 
our Survey 123 field survey app, as well as any other data that DEP and/or 
NJDOT may need.

In addition we will be monitoring for Oyster Spat, Counting Osprey Chicks, and 
Monitoring for the presence of Salt Marsh Sparrow.



Beesley’s Point Princeton Hydro Project Updates

On April 24th, the Wetlands Mitigation Council was presented with our proposal to 
do restoration work on the Beesley’s Point Development Group site.



Beesley’s Point Tidal Wetland Enhancement Project

Letters of support from the National Park Service, Upper Township, and the 
Beesley’s Point Development Group were submitted with the application.

Project Goals
● Remove invasive plant species (Phragmites) from high marsh.
● Plant native high marsh species: Saltmeadow Cordgrass (Spartina 

patens) and salt grass (Distichlis spicata)
● Plantings will be monitored and maintained for 5 years and the project 

will include a comprehensive bird study



On 2/7 GEHWA went out in 
the field with Princeton 
Hydro, BPDG, and the NJ 
Wetlands Mitigation Council

A decision was made to 
expand the project to 
include stabilizing the bay 
shoreline for $1.5 million.







Marsh Edge loss 2002 - 2023











4/24 Project Verdict

The Council had concerns about using a large portion of the fund for phrag 
removal. 

However, the Council has urged us to re-submit our proposal but focus on the 
shoreline restoration aspect. 

The Wetlands Mitigation Council is meeting and reworking their RFP (request for 
proposal) June 19th. 

GEHWA and Princeton Hydro will see what they put out and make a decision for 
re-submittal



Ocean City Welcome Center Coastal Marsh Sign

We were given approval by 
Ocean City to install our sign 
at the Ocean City Welcome 
Center on the 9th street 
bridge.

We are currently in the 
process of getting quotes 
from various local sign 
companies.





Brooke continues to meet 
with Upper Township to 
plan and organize the 
Tuckahoe Paddle event.

Registration Forms Available at: 
UPPERRESCUE.COM/PADDLE

http://upperrescue.com/PADDLE


More than 100-year-old human 
bones found on three South Jersey 
beaches identified

Source: Press of AC







Fun Fact: Salt hay was used for grazing animals

At the Pinelands Short Course, Fred learned that throughout the 1800s and early 
1900s, farmers dug ditches in the salt marsh to graze farm animals. The ditching 
kept the livestock from wandering and the salt hay served as a free source of food 
for the animals.

It was later on that the marshes were ditched for the purpose of Mosquito Control.



Black Skimmers Spotted near Rt 49 on the Tuckahoe

On 5/24, we observed 
Black Skimmers up-
river at sunset!

From late April to mid-
May, Skimmers arrive 
at their breeding 
grounds. They usually 
establish colonies on 
marsh islands or inlets, 
where they have had 
success in the past.



New Bald Eagle Nest with Chick at English Creek 5-11-25



New Bald Eagle Nest with Chick at English Creek 5-11-25



Noticing Nature Abroad - Exploring Central America

In April and June, Brooke had the 
opportunity to visit Central America 
twice.

Leaving the country was a bit of a shock 
and she got to see how Nicaragua & 
Costa Rica do (or don’t) conserve 
wildlife & protect the environment.



Iguana, Nicaragua

Nicaragua is a poor country where 
many people build their homes from any 
materials that they can find, live off the 
land with many farm animals on small 
lots, and have to burn their trash.

Legitimate roads are beginning to be 
built. However, they are elevated to the 
height of many people’s homes, causing 
them to flood when there are rain 
storms. Nicaraguans are disassembling 
their homes to move back further from 
the road



No gas stations or grocery stores 
outside of Managua.

Some locals sell gas out of their 
homes and most people live off 
the land.



Surfing in Nicaragua was great, but 
one thing that is happening in these 
less developed countries is 
privatization of the beaches, 
especially where there are good 
waves.

Developers with money are noticing 
opportunities to build private 
communities, charge surfers / 
tourists to stay there, and keep 
locals out. Think ski resort.

This is happening at the expense of 
local communities. Some of which 
have been demolished in Costa 
Rica.



Pavones, Costa Rica

Pavones is located in the Southern 
Pacific region of Costa Rica. Situated 
in the southern part of the Gulfo 
Peninsula, Pavones has yet to be 
spoiled by development, shopping 
centers and hotels. 

Many consider Pavones to be one of 
Costa Rica’s last true paradises.  It is 
considered the end of the road in Costa 
Rica and is situated in one of the most 
bio-diverse areas in the world.



Scarlet Macaws are regulars in Pavones. They mate for life and fly in pairs 
of flocks. For a very pretty bird they make an ugly squawking sound!



Sloths are also commonly found resting in almond trees along the beach



Riding horses at 
the border of 
Panama on the 
Bribri indigenous 
reservation.

From here, it would 
be a 7hrs on 
horseback through 
the jungle to 
Panama.

This is known 
locally as “the end 
of the road”



Adjournment

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1talnMbsTCpxgM7RqaNchOdC3z0lbQ3pg/view
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