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Open Public Meetings Act Statement

This meeting was advertised pursuant to the NJ 
Open Public Meetings Act.  

Meeting notices were sent to the Courier Post 
and the Press of Atlantic City. 

All meeting notices are also posted on the 
GEHWA website calendar at www.gehwa.org.

http://www.gehwa.org/




River Council Roll Call
Julie Akers Buena Vista Twp
(Lou Harvey)
(Jenn Jennings)
Alison Stefanik Corbin City
(Kathleen Federico)
(Daniel Patterson)
Jim Owen Estell Manor
(Jim Owen Jr.)
Bill Christman Hamilton Twp.
(Denise Appleget)
Rick Coe Monroe Twp.
Ralph Bernard Weymouth Twp.
(Bill Egan)
(Susan Stiles)
Gregory Gregory Somers Point
(Bill Reinert)

John Keenan Hammonton
(Lynnee LoCicero)
Clark Sprigman Winslow Twp.
(Kristen Welser)
(Jenna Mudforte)
Bill Handley Upper Twp.
(Steve Eisenhauer)
(Bill Stuempfig)
Dick Colby GEHWA
(Paul Ludgate)
(Clay Emerson)
Greg Conway Borough of Folsom
David Brown Egg Harbor Twp.
(Tom Baum)



Approval of Last Meeting Minutes



Public Portion



Lynn Maun
Education and Outreach Coordinator



Community 
Outreach
“Schools”



Williamstown MS
March 4, 10, 11, 17, 19 & 

20, 2026
27 Programs on Stormwater 

Runoff and Groundwater
for 561 Students

Finally, after rescheduling 4xs



Hammonton MS
7th Grade

Frogs and Toads of NJ
March 5, 2026



South Main Street School 
from Pleasantville 

3rd Grade Students at 
Estell Manor Park

on Friday, March 26, 2026



Inside - Frogs and Toads 
of NJ with Lynn

Outside – Hike with Julie







Stockton University
Streamside Classroom

for Ecological Principals 
Lab on 

Macroinvertebrates
April 6 & 8, 2026












Stockton 
University

Environmental 
Seminar for ENVL 

Sophomores
April 13, 2026



GEHWA will provide student 
educational programs in 

May & July at Corson’s Inlet 
for Fernwood MS and OCYC



GEHWA will provide student 
educational programs in 
May at Estell Manor Park 



Events, Meetings 
& Continuing 

Education



Zoom Program hosted by 
Ocean City Library on March 

4, 2026
Doug Tallamy

“Homegrown National Park”



Pinelands Short Course at 
Stockton University on 

Saturday, March 7, 2026



GEHWA’s Member & Friends Meeting 
on Tuesday, March 24, 2026
Dr. Lenore Tedesco from the 

Wetlands Institute 
Program “Coastal Resiliency”

Posted on GEHWA’s You Tube Site



Upcoming Events 
& Meetings



ACUA “Earth Day” 
Celebration

Sunday, April 26, 2026

2025 Event had 
~10,000 attendees







Friends of the Parks
3rd Saturday Program

Nature Center and Pond
Saturday, 5-16-2026 

at 9:30 AM
Frog and Toad Program



GEHWA Annual Hike for 
Frogs 5/26/2026 at 7:30 

PM
Piney Hollow Preserve

Franklin Twp.



















CoCoRaHS
Since 2020 for Maun

& 2021 for Akers 
Precipitation has been

Below Average



NJDEP| Drought Information | Drought Status and 
Conditions

https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/
https://dep.nj.gov/drought/current-conditions/






CHECK IT OUT!
Route 52 Causeway 

Rookery
2026



National Park Service
Sarah Bursky ~
•Outdoor Recreational Planner
NPS NE Regional Office, Philadelphia, 
PA
•Great Egg Harbor River
(Atl., Glo., Cam., Cape.)
•Maurice River (Cumberland 
County, NJ)
•Musconetcong River (Hunterdon 
County, NJ)
White Clay Creek (Delaware)
Lower Delaware (NJ & PA)



Old Business



Resolution 4-2026 
Supporting the Adoption of a Model Ordinance 

to Control Construction Dust and Contaminants



At our members meeting on 1/27, Steve 
Jasecki presented on the microplastics, 
silica dust, and fiberglass that is 
entering the environment from 
construction.

Steve and his team are working 
hard to push legislation at the 
municipal and state level to contain 
and control this dust so that we can 
keep it out of the environment and 
out of our bodies.



Currently, only Hamilton Twp. and 
Somers Point have Resolutions for this 
issue

With construction projects taking 
place all over, an ordinance for 
Construction Dust would benefit all 
12 towns and better protect the river!



Construction Dust Model Ordinance Requirements

● Dust & Airborne Particle Control
○ Vacuum hoods on saws when cutting
○ Completing dust creating work in enclosed spaces
○ Laying a tarp down before working

● Stormwater Protection
○ No blowing or dumping dust / waste down storm drains
○ Install geotextile filters if runoff is pushing dust to storm drains

● Compliance & Responsibility
○ Contractors must follow rules and educate staff 
○ Municipalities can inspect sites and issue fines for non-compliance









New Business



River Councilor Reports for each Municipality.



Administrator’s Report



Tuckahoe Island Project Updates



On 2/28, Fred and Julie went out by 
boat to download and repair data 
loggers on Tuckahoe Island.

After the big freeze, one broke lose, 
but was recovered and reinstalled!

Brooke and Fred continue to work and 
meet with partners on the restoration of 
the island.



March Members Meeting - Lenore Tedesco



Tuckahoe River Marine Debris Clean Up







New abandoned boats on Powell Creek











Updates on Data Centers in the Pinelands



























Special note on Data Centers

We are fortunate to be protected by the 
Pinelands, however, not all of our 
watershed is within the Pinelands.

We have to pay attention to the areas 
outside of the Pinelands boundary for 
potential threats, as well as surrounding 
areas that could impact our water.



Stockton Environmental Seminar



On 4/13, Brooke and Lynn presented to a college class at 
Stockton on GEHWA and their career paths as Stockton 
graduates.

The students were engaged and interested in the 
Watershed Association and what it is like to work at a non-
profit!



Sign Projects At Corson’s Inlet



OCYC Grant to Create and Install Signs

GEHWA spends a lot of time at Corson’s Inlet State Park in the spring and 
summer conducting outdoor education field trips for multiple schools and 
programs.

Over the years, we’ve noticed that the signage around the state park is in 
desperate need of replacement.

The Ocean City Yacht Club has granted GEHWA $2,000 in 2025 to create a new 
sign for the State Park, and they want to donate an additional $7,000 to the project 
this year.





Anticipated Spring & Summer Fieldwork

● Oyster Spat monitoring
● Marsh health surveys
● Osprey Chick Count and nest maintenance.
● ARU bird surveys
● Marine debris removal 



Pop up Program at Ocean City Arts Center

On 3/31, Brooke was asked to do a Pop up Program for an after school group at 
the Ocean City Arts Center.

Students learned about the Great Egg Harbor River and had the opportunity to 
sketch different shells and artifacts that they learned about.









Sandy Hook Osprey 2026 
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